Origin
'Prelude' originated from a cross of NY817 x 'Hilton' made in 1971 (Fig.1) . It was the only selection from the 141 progeny and was tested as NY1009 at multiple sites in Geneva and with grower cooperators throughout New York. 'Prelude' is being grown commercially in many raspberry growing regions in the U.S. and is being tested in several European countries and in South Africa.
Description and Performance
'Prelude' is the earliest maturing floricane (summer) raspberry cultivar available for production in the East Coast and Great Lakes growing regions. Half of the fruit are harvested 'Heritage' (Table 5) . When double cropped, using a summer management system with cane thinning, the yield was increased by an average of 22% over floricane fruiting alone (Tables 3 and 4) .
'Prelude' fruit is round with a slight conical shape, coherent, and uniform. It has a firm texture and a mild, pleasant flavor. Total soluble solids (sugars) for 'Prelude' were higher than in the cultivars 'Killarney' and 'Titan' and lower than in 'Canby' and 'Taylor' (Table  6 ). Titratable acidity of the juice was higher than 'Canby' and lower than 'Killarney', 'Taylor', and 'Titan' (Table 6 ). Juice pH for 'Prelude' was equal to 'Canby' and higher than 'Killarney', 'Taylor', and 'Titan' (Table  6 ). 'Prelude' canes are highly branched with fruit openly positioned making harvest more efficient. The high quality fruit handles well and is suitable for wholesale shipping and direct retail sales.
'Prelude' suckers freely with an average of 34 canes/m 2 in a mature planting, which is adequate for floricane or primocane production (Pritts and Handley, 1989) . Canes are vigorous and sturdy and generally do not need trellis support. The floricanes average just over 1 m in height, similar to other early summer bearing cultivars. Spines are sparse but noticeable. Winter hardiness has been good with no documented damage at Geneva, which is in USDA Zone 5. The leaves on 'Prelude' are primarily trifoliate with no petiolules on the lateral leaflets. The cross section of the leaf is generally concave and two straight stipules are present at the petiole base. The leaflets have a rounded base with doubly serrate margins.
Area of Adaptation and Uses
Grower and researcher comments indicate that 'Prelude' performs well throughout the northeastern and central U.S., Oregon, Washington, northern California, and southeastern Canada. It is recommended for all raspberry by 10 July in Geneva (Table 1 ). This compares with 20 July for 'Killarney' and 16 July for 'Canby' (Table 1) , both of which are standard early cultivars for this region (Pritts and Handley, 1989) . The average first floricane harvest for 'Prelude' in Geneva from 1993-2000 was 28 June, with a range from 22 June to 5 July. 'Prelude' has good size for the early summer season, averaging 2.24 g/berry from 1995-97 (Table 2) . Mean fruit weight and total yield of 'Prelude' were similar to the early and mid season cultivars 'Canby', 'Killarney', and 'Sentry' (Tables 2 and 3) .
When managed and harvested as a primocane bearing (fall) cultivar, 'Prelude' performed similarly to other primocane bearing cultivars (Table 4) with slightly larger fruit than 
Availability
'Prelude' has been licensed to commercial nurseries in North America. These are listed on the Cornell Fruit Web page(http://www.hort. An ANOVA showed a significant difference mean fruit weight at P < 0.05. Numbers followed by the same letter are not significantly different at P < 0.05 according to Duncan's multiple range test. 
